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Ian Hancock: The Consequences of Anti-Gypsy Racism in Europe

1. Central Quotation: “Racism must be recognized as a cancer which, if not checked, will lead us surely and inevitably into a catastrophic situation which has the potential to destroy Europe in a 21st century chaos. … The move to Democracy, if it is to be successful, must incorporate all aspects of the democratic system. … Eastern European nations cannot simply pick and choose.”

2. Argument: Hancock argues that the collapse of communism and acceptance of market economy in Eastern Europe has not been accompanied by an equivalent embrace of values of human rights. His focus is on the situation of the Roma population and anti-Roma racism, and he draws a parallel between this and the anti-African American racism in the United States. He uses the example of race relations in America to highlight what he sees as imminent dangers to the Old Continent unless concrete steps are taken to combat racism urgently. Hancock suggests that integration should begin by imposing heavy penalties for discriminatory and racist behavior, closely monitoring the education system to ensure that it provides equal opportunities, and using the media to combat racism and racist language. 

3. Question: There is no doubt that Hancock’s depiction of anti-Roma racism in Eastern Europe is a valid one, as well as that the possible consequences of continued neglect of the problem of racism are indeed grave. The parallel with African Americans in the United States is also in place, both in terms of the deep historical roots of racism and in terms of its manifestations in practice. Had the article been a longer piece, I would have also liked to see more examples of “success” in the case of African Americans that may be helpful to Europe in its approach to the Roma. The one objection I could perhaps raise has to do with the, in my view, over-emphasized effect of communism in “suppressing” and “containing” the historic hatreds that were able to “surface” with its fall.
 I see this as an oversimplification and would attribute the post-communist rise in racism to factors other than its previous “containment” and subsequent explosion, such as the general uncertainty and stress involved in transition, as well as the economic situation typically accompanying it. 

4. Experiential Connection: My experience of living in three post-communist countries in the region (Serbia and Montenegro, Hungary, and the Czech Republic) strongly confirms Hancock’s argumentation. I have personally witnessed numerous cases of blatant racism in all of these countries, and I would assess the general regard of the Gypsy population as “worthless”3 in all of them as well. 

5. Textual connection: From the plenitude of reports and publications covering the same or similar matter, I would like to point to one additional aspect of the problem in Europe today, for instance as mentioned in the World Bank book Roma in an Expanding Europe: Breaking the Poverty Cycle. “Roma have historically had significantly higher population growth than other groups. This has been and continues to be a sensitive political issue because across the region the size of the Roma population is growing much faster than the non-Roma population.”4 In this light, all of the potential threats and “costs” of racism mentioned by Hancock become even more serious.

6. Implications: There is only one fundamental implication to the article: since racism in Europe is so widespread that it will bring about rapid and devastating consequences in the very near future, it must be acted upon decisively and immediately – through engaging the legal system, the educational system, and the media on combating it with full force. 
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