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Judith Okley: Some political consequences of theories of Gypsy ethnicity. The place of the intellectual.

Central quotation:  “Intellectual and academic writing may influence a subsequent generation, the majority of whom are non- Gypsy, who may later acquire hegemonic powers. Although texts can not suit every political contingency for vulnerable  minorities, their range in critical content is potentially good (Okley1997:242).”

Argument: Okley argues that intellectuals and ideas influence the community beyond the scholars. Both majorities and minorities are influenced. Okley further suggests six possible ways of considering the influence of ideas and intellectuals. She uses the Gypsies as a case study.  
Question: If we accept that intellectuals and ideas does have an influence over society, Okleys argument underpins that these influences may not always be correct or for the best. All though recognising the problem, Okley does not suggest the extent of the problem or how it may be resolved or controlled, and how it effects the case study, namely the Gypsy’s. On the conrary she seems to merely dismiss the problem by saying that a ”although texts can not suit every political contingency for vulnerable  minorities, their range in critical content is potentially good(Okley1997:242).”

Experiential connection: In my opinion there should have been raised further questions about the implications of this problem- and perhaps also have been raised a question about intellectuals and ethics. I think intellectuals has a lot of freedom and not a proper controlling board or quality insurance, which again may lead to ideas and texts that are, as Okley herself states, racist, repressive and more besides(Okley1997:242). 

Textual connection: Okley herself gives several examples of intellectual ideas that in her opinion has damaged minority groups. One example is that of  Gratton Puxon a georgio of middle-class English background that claimed, and also got a lot of people to believe, that he was a Gypsy and that the Gypsy’s wanted their own state, when this in fact was not necessarily supported by the Gypsy’s themselves (Okley1997:231-232) There are many examples of wrongly-assumed or interpreted intellectual theories that has unrightfully acquired hegemonic powers. E.g. the scientific and anthropological “fact” that women were less intelligent than men in the 18th century.

Implication: Intellectuals and ideas may influence the society in many various ways. It is therefore important that one is able to, to some extent control them, without gagging them. Okley does not properly adress or recognise the problem. 
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