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Central Quotation

p. 36: The process of national integration is a common feature of the recent history of the great majority of countries. As a process, national integration is partly a by-product of other social and economic developments, partly the result of deliberate government policies. 
Argument

Birch argues that problems linked to national integration are present in every modern society. However, each state or society is dealing with such issues in a different way. As a consequence the ethnic or minority groups have, in very general terms, two chances: they might become a part of national society (integrate) or might remind a strong opposition to the national governments and its society. Birch presents several commented examples of how the “small” groups integrate or integrate not even in the so-called modern history. In the end of the text, he summarizes his theories based on separation of integrations into social, economic and political (p. 51).

Question

It seems to me that the author in his inquiry left behind poorer national societies or states. The author is presenting examples of the conflicts which happened in e.g. Africa, however his final concepts do not cover their conditions. As on page 44 Birch emphasizes “linguistic cleavages”. Nevertheless, he adds that to solve such a dilemma is an expensive project and not many countries can afford it. Moreover, how are the non-developed countries supposed to fight their minority problems without a stable government?
Experimental connection

As a Citizen of the Czech Republic, I am used to hearing the problems with Roma people. However, my personal experience is that both sides (the minority and majority) should cooperate in order to benefit of any made effort. There is no solution if the one side denies any compromise or open discussion. Therefore, the political governance should take under consideration the problems of the minority as well as the minority should put some attention to the state’s attempt of smoother “co-living”.  
Textual connection

On page 47 Birch focuses on a study published in USA in 1963 and was called Beyond the Melting point. Birch summarizes the findings of the study and states that race and religion will be the most important aspects in the future American society. Such a conclusion seems to be very close to Huntington’s piece The Clash of Civilizations where he predicts conflicts based on different civilization. “Civilizations are differentiated from each other by history, language, culture, tradition and, most important, religion” (Huntington, 2000:27). 
Implications

This text analyses a very recent problem.  It helps to define and put some attention to the issue of minorities and ethnic groups. A very important point in this text is that integration is composed by many differentiated directions (society, economy and politics) which in the end gather as the final and only integration. Furthermore, full assimilation is achieved only in some specific countries and the minority vs. majority cleavages are very common to most modern societies. 
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