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Central Quotation

Chapter 1, Article 1 (Purpose): The purpose of this Directive is to lay down a framework for combating discrimination on the grounds of racial or ethnic origin, with a view to putting into effect in the Member States the principle of equal treatment. 

Argument

This Directive of the EU is addressed to all member states without any difference. The race and equality directive does not state concretely how to suppress any ethnically motivated offences, however it gives the member state freedom in how to sanction the acts. It means that each member state determines its rules on how to introduce and ensure this Directive. The main statement of the Directive refers to observance of the human rights. The EU is based on democracy and freedom which should be followed by all member states. Minorities according to human rights and democratic rules are not meant to be undermined.

Question

The Directive is very broad to be implemented in all member states. Nowadays, the EU counts 25 members among which there is an extensive economical, political and even culture gap. It will take a few years until such Directive could be applied in the EU countries without any differences. Each country has unique conditions for dealing with race and ethnical problems. Therefore, in my opinion, such a Directive is a good idea, however should be precisely specified for each member state.  

Experimental connection

The Directive emphasizes also equality between men and women as well (14). Nevertheless, such an appeal seems to be rather idealistic. For instance, how to reach equality between men and women in Muslim Turkey which most probably will become an EU member? However, there is not a need to go beyond our national border. In the Czech Republic the inequality between men and women is obvious (e.g. on employment or salaries) and nobody except of few NGOs seems to care about it. 

Textual connection

In the Directive human rights are discussed as one of the EU basis. On the academic field it is very often referred to human rights as the only global right, valid all over the world. Thus, it could be implicitly argued that not only the EU deals with the race and inequality troubles but it is worldwide problem. “[T]he rights available to citizens and non-citizens living in a particular country are increasingly determined not by arbitrary national preferences but by global norms, initiated and monitored by international agencies such as the UN. “ (Rumford, 2001)

Implications

Even though the EU Directive seems to be very broad, each member state should note its statements and to do their best to ‘satisfy its needs’. However, in order to really follow this Directive, the people should be more tolerant and open to other cultures or societies. Sometimes, people are afraid of ‘the others’ and the question should be posed “why is this happening?”. Maybe people are not even interested in meeting other cultures and are too conservative in knowing ‘somebody else’. Therefore, in this case tolerance is the cure. 
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