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1. Central Quotation: “Movements for maintaining the purity or distinctiveness of cultures seem to me to be incompatible with both democratic and more basic epistological considerations”
. 

2. Argument: The author argues that the assumption of many theorists and activists, which states that cultures are clearly defined “discrete wholes” and which dominates a lot of debate, including that of multicultural theorists, is wrong, and she goes on to say that this has serious consequences for thinking on how injustices among groups should be redressed, and how human diversity may be achieved
.  The author maintains that cultures are in fact torn by conflicts (contested) about their own boundaries; they are “formed through complex dialogues with other cultures”, and thus the aim of their preservation is mistaken.  Her solution is to propose a “deliberative democratic model that permits maximum cultural contestation within the public sphere”.
  

3. Question: I would have liked to see a clearer definition of the concept of ‘culture’ – perhaps reaching a definition is problematic in itself, and the author clearly bases her arguments on the impossibility of delineating individual cultures as separate and whole entities; however in the Introduction she does introduces different perspectives in understanding of culture, such as that of Johann Gottlieb Herder, and Claude Levi-Strauss, without really being clear about what approach she has chosen herself to take.    

4. Experimental Connection: I tend to agree with the author’s opinion that cultures are dynamic, living things formed through dialogue with other cultures; having lived in the Czech Republic for the past few years as a foreigner or ‘outsider’ I have been able to observe such differences within the ‘Czech culture’ that make it impossible for me to describe one ‘whole’ Czech culture.  My personal feeling towards ‘culture’ has more in resonance with Raymond Williams’ ‘structure of feeling’ definition.  Further, to ‘maintain the purity or distinctiveness’ of a culture seems to me impossible; aside from the impossibility of ‘maintaining’ artificially a living process, in my experience, those who I have known personally to argue for maintaining the purity or distinctiveness of English culture, for example, only can envisage doing so to the exclusion of the practice of other minority cultures.  

5. Textual Connection: Malik referred to Western liberals’ view of the concept of a ‘plural society’ as an “argument for preserving ‘native’ cultures and allowing them to follow their own path to modernity”,
 and criticised colonial policy for its mummification of “’native’ culture as a form frozen in time”, which “thereby den[ied]…its creative character”.
  We can compare this with Benhabib’s view that “hasty policy recommendations” stemming from the false assumptions given above “run the risk of freezing existing group differences”
.  In other words, as stated above, it is not possible to ‘maintain’ a culture, and being too quick to ‘reify’ given group identities, and failure to consider more thoroughly the meaning of cultural identity has had negative consequences.

6. Implications: Benhabib’s argument results in her asserting that “democratic equality and deliberative practices are quite compatible with cultural experimentation and with new legal and institutional designs that accommodate cultural pluralism”,
 thus the implications for society are that such a deliberative democratic society may be successful in maximising opportunities for self-ascription of different cultures and achieving collective inter-group justice.
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