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„Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves“

1. Central Statement: “…in the early 1990s the treatment of Romas was to be a challenge of  transformation of Czech republic into a democratic state. Yet, Romas still face discrimination.” (Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves). 
2. Argument: The film by BBC used arguments, which supported the main goal of the documentary: to show that Czech Republic experiences explicit racist tendencies toward Roma population. The documentary used typical instruments for this type of film, such as street interviews, and interviews with several Romas, victims of both individual and institutional racism. 

3. Question: As it was understood, the film was concerned about the situation of Czech Roma population only. However, a short comparison with e.g. neighboring countries concerning the position and situation of Roma population would be useful, in my opinion. It would be interesting to find out how the Roma population is treated for instance in Bulgaria or Romania, where the percentage of Roma population is far higher. And more, how Roma populations are treated in countries that are desirable for Romas to immigrate. 

4. Experiential Connection: By the overall composition, unevenness and instruments used, this documentary reminded me a bit of Michael Moore´s movies, such as Fahrenheit 9/11 or Bowling for Columbine, but of course not to that extent. I agree that the movie showed real situation of several Romas, which appeared in the movie, but surely not all the members of Roma population don´t experience the same racial obstruction. 

5. Textual Connection: At the European Elections 2004 Observer Seminar I learned that street interviews is a very powerful weapon as far as making reports is concerned. From the same group of people that you ask in the street, you can make two completely different TV reports, just according to what sort of answers you pick up to the report. Street interviews is also a big emotional arm, since the TV viewers see common people and hear their opinions (van den Busken 2004). These documentary instruments can be easily misused and I am afraid that this film wasn´t completely fair in this sense.   

6. Implications: I think if the Czech Republic is to be considered a member of the European Union, this film is a good impulse to start off a wide public debate on this issue. The film showed that we, Czechs, do have problem with specific minorities in our coutnry. I am sure that communication between the majority and minorities is the right, but more difficult, way to achieve some progress than sustaining latent or implicit racism.  
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