AQCI for L. Laubeová, Winter Term 2004/2005

Bagihole, Barbara (1997) Equal Opportunities and Social Policy: Issues of gender, race and disability, London: Longman, Chapter two: What is Equal Opportunities? pp. 31-47

1). Central Quotation:  “As we see again ‘equal opportunities’ remains a contested concept often determined by one’s political commitments and general fundamental outlook on society and life.”

2). Argument:  Barbara Bagilhole’s main argument in the text is that equal opportunities can mean something very different from person to person.  She argues that access to society, politics and economics, within the equal opportunities framework, can be quite complicated.  Much of this complication stems from what type of equality one is looking for (equality of opportunity, equality of condition and/or equality of result or outcome).  

3). Question:  Of the three equality principles (opportunity, condition and result), which one do you feel is most important for social policy?  Why?  Which principle do you think your country’s social policy is shaped on?  Which principle do you think is stressed in the Czech Republic?  Are there any historical reasons that explain why one principle would be stressed over another?

4). Experiential Connection: The concept of equal opportunities plays a major role in my immediate family.  My mother was diagnosed with MS (which put her in a wheel chair) when I was very young, so I have grown up around the issues of access and equal opportunities for the handicapped or physically challenged.  Often, having a physically challenged family member limits what activities you can do as a family.  You have to avoid non-accessible places which can include restaurants, amusement parks and historical or touristic places.  For example, when my parents come to visit me here in Prague, there will be no way my mother could make it into most of the sub-terrianian places Prague has to offer.  It will also be hard for her to make her way through the historical centers without lifts and through the cobblestone.  

5).  Textual Connection: Access New England, Fall 2004: Vol. 9, No. 1 focuses on the issue of International Human Rights and Design as it relates to access for the disabled.  Equal access to services, mobility and civic action are discussed in the pages of the journal.   The journal features structures which have been built to be accessible to all, such as London’s Millennium Bridge and the new curb cuts introduced to the streets of Sao Paulo Brazil.  The articles also describe how organized civil action and participation bring about awareness to the issues of equal access and opportunities which I think is a great compliment to Barbara Bagilhole’s article.

6). Implications: Barbara Bagilhole’s article points out a serious crisis of the leftist principle of equal opportunities.  The crisis lies in the fact that most equal opportunities legislation is promoting equality by treating people differently.  This gives opponents of equal opportunity legislation and practices serious talking points by which to strike out against such policies.

