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1). Central Quotation:  “Considering that a pluralist and genuinely democratic society should not only respect the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity of each person belonging to a national minority, but also create appropriate conditions enabling them to express, preserve and develop this identity”.

2). Argument:  The main argument of the framework convention on minority rights is to foster the concept of deep diversity within the European Union.  It is to highlight the need for national minorities to have “equality before the law and equal protection of the law” (Section II, Article 4, point #1).  The convention also encourages the idea of tolerance for ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic differences and promotes their freedoms.  The article is very much in the spirit of the “One Europe” concept.

3). Question:  What do you think of the concept of deep diversity?  Do you think that these conventions and laws are only window dressing or elitist driven and have little effect on what really happens?  Do you think the tone changes when the minority groups are not European in origin (for example Turks in Germany, Algerians in France etc)?  How accepting do you think the general public would be if those groups are included in the deep diversity principle?

4). Experiential Connection: I am somehow skeptical of anything that comes out of the conventions of the Council of Europe.  It seems that these ideals are being pushed by some of Europe’s elite left, but which have little impact on the reality of everyday life.  While on paper, I applaud these concepts, but their application leaves for more to be desired.  For example, the treatment of Roma in the Czech Republic has been consistently horrible.  While external pressures have been placed on the Czech Government as a condition of European Union accession, the country was still admitted despite a wide gap between functioning policy and rhetoric.  

5).  Textual Connection: John Erik Fossum’s text, The European Charter: Between Deep Diversity and Constitutional Patriotism?, is a great text to read in follow up to this reading.  The most important aspects of Fossum’s article which connect to this reading is the discussion of deep diversity.  Deep diversity, according to Fossum, acknowledges differences and creates an environment which a diverse amount of ideas and goals may be pursued by the population.  It is a perfect article to explain what the Council of Europe  is trying to accomplish by creating such a document.

6). Implications:  Legal backing of minority and human rights is a very important step to European integration.  The reading points out the goals and aspirations that the European Union wishes to pass on to its citizens.  However, it should not be overlooked that these documents do not automatically insure the protection of minority and human rights.  We as citizens must also develop an understanding and respect for such measures.  Without a citizen backing, such legislation is only rhetoric and window dressing.  
