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1). Central Quotation:  “Any population which has been devalued to the point of losing its identity as human beings over a period of centuries will not automatically be seen as equals simply by passing a law.  Generations of prejudices must be eradicated, and this is not easily achieved”.

2). Argument:  Ian Hancock’s central argument of this text is a comparison between the treatment of Roma in Europe to that of African Americans in the United States.  Hancock argues that Racism towards both Roma and African Americans has seriously handicapped their group identities over the course of history.  Hancock also adds that Europe’s Roma population should look at the African American’s struggle for political, social and economic power and apply it to their own quest for equal opportunities.  He also warns Europe that the Roma population poses a threat to stability if it continues to be unwelcome within Europe’s many different societies.

3). Question:  Hancock argues that European Roma are only 5 years behind the political development of African Americans.  Do you agree?  Do you think Roma’s political development is at different levels depending on what country they reside in?  Is the comparison of European Roma to African Americans even valid or can you think of a better comparison?

4). Experiential Connection: My experience living in both major urban areas in Europe as well as the United States strongly disagrees with Ian Hancock’s estimation that Roma are right behind African Americans with levels of political, social and economic power.  There is no doubt that both Roma and African Americans identity has been hurt by racism, a racism that still exists today.  However, the comparison of political, social and economic power and conditions is nowhere near as close.  The best example of this it the abundance of African American leaders compared to Romani leaders, within their respective societies.

5).  Textual Connection: Getting back to my last point with the comparison between African Americans and Roma, the best text to use in my argument is Judith Okely’s article titled, Consequences of theories of Gypsy ethnicity.  In this article Okely describes Roma identity and leadership as coming largely from non-Roma.  I would say that African American identity and leadership has moved on from being largely non-African American based to being largely African American based.  

6). Implications:  Ian Hancock’s most important statement is that the Roma issue is something that Europe must pay more attention to.  Hancock is right to address the racism that comes with Europe’s approach to the Roma not only today but historically.
