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1. Central Quotation.
“Ethnicity and race are not the same, but they are not mutually exclusive categories either. They sometimes overlap.” (p.25) “…Race and ethnicity often overlap…there is nothing that says that a race cannot be an ethnic group, or vise versa.” (Cornell, Stephen, Hartmann, Douglas (1998) Ethnicity and Race. Making Identities in a Changing World. P.32) 

2. Argument.
I think that in their work the authors are trying to conceptualize race and ethnicity, show the similarities and differences between the two. They show that both concepts have historical precedents, however with time they acquired different lights. They draw the parallel of “defining them” and “defining ourselves” in relation to “race” and “ethnicity” correspondingly. The explicit argument here is to let us realize that the two concepts are not the same by giving various examples, however implicitly we realize that the degree of confusion is quite high and at different points in time new definitions and interpretations can be applied.

3. Question.
It is an interesting fact that ethnicity and race are mutually exclusive, but not the same. Though it is also very interesting and confusing to know when one can clash the two concepts, and why at times people consider themselves belonging to a race stating that ethnically they are someone else?! Perhaps there are certain criteria for that, though in establishing such criteria only little few will be in a position to exercise the power of decision-making.

4. Experiental Connection.
From the point of view of the common sense the interpretations of race and ethnicity by the authors are quite fair. Sometimes in everyday life we easily operate the words not paying due attention to their meanings; we easily claim a person by belonging to a certain category. We often categorize people in a conventional way, while the examples in the text show that the historical spectrum suggests deeper interpretations. We usually say that we belong to a certain nationality but never even mention or think of the fact that all nation-states are ethnically diverse. This is when the concepts overlap.

5. Textual Connection.
“Both racial and ethnic groups are socially defined by real or putative common descent, and the distinction between the two types of groups is merely in the relative salience of biological or cultural markers of membership.” (Van den Berghe, Pierre: “Does Race Matter?”  P.58)

This quotation elaborates on the previous argument in the way that we can use different denominators of race and ethnicity and ascribe certain people either belonging to an ethnic or racial group, however this would be partial, because as is argued by Cornel and Hartmann, there is no consistent correlation between physical differences within and between groups likewise
So, the fact that physical, biological, cultural markers are rather subjective, proves that the race and ethnicity often overlap. Later in the text Van den Berghe elaborates that the way we define certain groups serves social agenda, so the terms can be interchanged in accordance with who gets a profit out of it.

6. Implications.
So, what Cornell, et. al. argue can clarify things and make us look deeper within ourselves and within the societies we live in; to reconsider the way we treat each other; and reflect on how our states are constructed. There are a lot of conflicts going on in the world, many of them are identically based, so conceptual frameworks can serve as a tool of understanding of those conflicts, and their constructive resolution. 

