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1.) ”Any population which has been devalued to the point of losing its identity as human beings over a period of centuries will not automatically be seen as equals simply by passing a law. Generations of prejudices must be eradicated, and this is not easily achieved.” (Hancock, p. 2)

2.) In Hancock’s opinion, it is possible to compare racism against the African American population in the USA and against the Roma in Eastern Europe, and Europeans could learn a lot from American experience.

He stresses that despite the fact that the United States are a republic with long democratic tradition, it is possible to find racism here, too. Hancock mentions bitterness, anger or any sense of hope or self-worth which could be found within the African American population, which has developed during the time of dehumanizing them by slavery and which did not disappear with the abolition of it, vice versa it has been strengthened by the high rate of unemployment, continuing racist attitudes of many persons and institutions and things like that. If we concentrate on legal facet of the anti-racist action, we perhaps will not find out any problems, however if we focus on public opinion or administration, we will recognize that social attitudes are still very racist. According to Hancock, it is possible to speak about institutional nature of racism and about the fact that prejudices are deep-rooted in people’s attitudes. He asserts that such deep-rootedness stems from the existence of the slavery. He supports his statement by the book finding that racism towards the ”black” Americans, and the rate of arrest and convictions has been higher in those states that were slave states in the 19th century. He confirms his theory by the European example, too. He alleges the case of Roma who were enslaved in the Balkans in the 14th – 15th century and today’s situation, when there are still people who claim that killing Roma is not a murder, because they are not human beings or who unites in Bulgarian or Romanian ”Anti-Roma Ku Klux Klan”.

He claims that there must be some necessary steps met to eliminate racism in a society. Minority must be given equal opportunity in education and employment primarily, educational system have to play a preventive role, law must secure criminalisation of racist discrimination, media must inform objectively. However, to provide economical and educational means is not enough, as it could be observed by the Afro-American middle class, which suffers by the same bitterness and so on, as other members of this community. States, which do not aim for eliminating racism, must be penalized. All these processes take a long time, and it must be taken into account. As far as eastern European, the former communist states are concerned, they must incorporate all aspects of the democratic system, and one part of it is the granting of basic human rights. 

Hancock alleges several consequences of racism: criminal behaviour, sabotage of the system, lack of the sense of patriotism, and so on, on the side of discriminated, and other problems, too, such as that the country looks bad and is excluded from participation in the world events and trade, racism is very expensive for the country, a big part of the national work force is not being used in a maximally productive way. In general, he depicts racism as one of the main threats of contemporary world, which concerns all people, not only those who are discriminated.   

3.) Hancock does not mention that other East European Roma, who were not victims of enslavement, probably have similar feelings of bitterness, inferiority and anger, stemming from many other reasons, such as historical driving them away, Nazi regime, communist regimes, post-communist times, etc. Is it possible that their degradation may evoke similar, maybe same feelings as if they were enslaved? 

4.) On the other hand, situation of Romany discrimination in today’s Romania, the former slave state, seems to be one of the worst, sometimes it is even, when mentioned, labeled as pogrom by journalists and scholars. 

5.) One of such scholars, Angus Fraser, confirms this assumption, concerning Romania, in his book ”Gypsies” (Fraser, Angus: (1998) Cikáni, Nakladatelství Lidové noviny, Prague, p. 240 – 241; translation into English: M. K.): ”Mainly in Romania, Gypsies elicited anger of many working people, suffering by economic crisis, and their crusades were supported by a newly elected government. In June 1990 […] miners began to rage in their homes. […] Middle and eastern Europe began to face the waves of emigrants, including tens of thousands of Gypsies from Romania.”

6.) Ian Hancock, himself a Rom, can substantially contribute to improvement of ethnic relations of every country, due to the combination of his own experiences and his qualification, which reflects in his work. We, as persons of East European origin, can appreciate his knowledge of the situation in post-communist countries, and his activist view on it can bring about new, enlightening information. 

