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1. "...France and Germany have been constructing (...) antagonistic models of nationhood and national self-understanding” (Brubaker 1996: 168).  “If the French understanding of nationhood has been state-centered and assimmilationist, the German understanding has been Volk-centered and differentialist” (Brubaker 1996: 169). 

2. The French and German politics of citizenship concerning immigrants are sharply different in content. France might be the classical country of assimilation. For that reason it is more plausible that North Africans be or become French citizens than that Turkish immigrants getting the German citizenship.

French and German citizenship policies reflects an altering definition of citizenry. France combines jus soli and jus sanguinis while German policies are based on the principles of jus sanguinis. An automatic transformation of immigrants into citizens remains impossible in Germany. But a liberalised naturalisation alone will not have such a big impact on civic incorporation of immigrants. Immigrants as well as Germans associate the legal fact of naturalisation with assimilation which is not favourable. Additionally the law allows the double citizenship only in exceptional cases. Definitions of citizenry are resistant to fundamental changes because they are legal traditions. But Brubaker argues that the longevity of a practise does not establish its 'traditional' quality.

3. Brubaker does not answer the question which impact globalisation, the demographic development and the lack of work forces might have to the citizenry in Germany and France. 

4. The German definition of citizenry entails curiosities. Turkish immigrants in the third generation have to apply for German citizenship and have to give up their Turkish one, while Aussiedler with Russian origin just have to proof that their grandmother was German. They do not have any further relation to Germany, do not speak the language, etc. but are legally German.

5. Five years ago I was enrolled in a course at the University of Central Lancashire which was called "Race, nation and citizenship in contemporary Europe" .

6. A few years ago the German citizenship law was reformed. It was topic of the elections so that the discussion was partly unspeakable. The fact that foreigners have to give up their original citizenship too become  a German citizen means that they lose all their rights in their original countries. It should not be a big deal especially in times of globalisation to allow them a double citizenship. In my opinion the most important thing is a ‘sensible integration policy’. A few years ago German politicians denied that Germany would be an immigration country although it obviously was. But there was not so much attention paid on integration. It is today another situation but it is still a long way to go.

