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                                                        1. AQCI

1.  “ The question of collective rights can only be answered in terms of consideration of human well-being, the basis and rationale of all rights, individual as well as collective (…) Different societies would reach different decisions on which collectivities should enjoy which rights” ( Parekh, 2000: 217).

2.  In different cases of different collectivities the nature and content of rights varies. It depends on what is required to achieve their intended purposes. Some collectivities might merit only the right to non-interference, some might merit exemption from certain general requirements, and others might claim positive support of the state and other public institutions. On the other hand, in some cases it might be better not to grant rights with all their legal and other complications and settle the matter by imposing the duties on others.

But if a collectivity merits rights under certain conditions, the rights have no meaning unless it is able to act as a collective agent and possesses the requisite institutional structure to take and inforce its decisions (see Parekh, 2000: 218-219).

3.  What kind of compromise between the individual and collective rights should be found in practice and what kind of changes would it require in the political structure of the society?

4.  Recently, there has been a controversial debate in France regarding the new law that restricts wearing any kind of religious artefacts in public such as cloth, head –covers, crosses etc.  This law is obviously directed against a specific collectivity. French political leadership is trying to solve the problem of unsuccessful integration of the increasing Muslim population in the country by implementing such law that will only lead to even bigger segregation. Since public schools can only be non-religious, new private schools will be established where religions would be exercised and the state would have even smaller chance of control.   

5.  “ Societies that are themselves divided into many different interests and identities but are politically integrated through the rule of law, equal citizenship and democratic representation must not only integrate immigrants as equal citizens but must also accept that immigration will contribute to their group-differentiated internal diversity” ( Bauböck, 2001). Although Parekh focuses more on differentiation of collective rights, he agrees with Bauböck on the argument that immigrants integrate into a society that they are at the same time changing. 

6.  Collective rights are as important as individual rights because one cannot exist without the other. As to collective rights, it is always important to look at each group, collectivity, or community from their point of view but also consider the complex situation of the society. For sure, collectivities should have their opportunity to influence the social and political structure of the whole society and have their representatives on the level of decision-making. 
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