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1.  “ Full integration is to be found where there is no significant correlation between ethnic (or cultural) origins and occupation or income“ (Birch, 1989).

2.  From an economic view, a community, ethnic or cultural group can be integrated fully, partially into the larger society or it can be segregated. If there is no correlation between the ethnic identity of a group and economic situation of such group, it shows a full integration. If some members of some groups have a better chance of economic success than members of other groups, it shows that it is only a partial integration. If no members of some unprivileged group achieve higher economic position, it would indicate a society charactarized by economic segregation (see Birch, 1989: 49-50).

3. What happenes if the correlation between the ethnic origin and income of an ethnic or cultural group seems not to be present but still there is an economic discrimination of  such group? What would be the implications in such a case?

4. Roma community in the Czech Republic is constantly beeing economically discriminated and even segregated. If a member of  Roma community applyes for a job, he/she is often being rejected at the very beginning of the employment process. It means that he/she is not able to achieve any kind of a higher position because of not being accepted to the whole process at all. Than it leads either to a need to accept a job that noone else would take or to a permanent unemployment. 

5.  “ All group distinctions between in-group and out-group are designed to exclude potential competitors from competition for scarce resources, but racial distinctions are especially nasty because they are almost totally beyond individual control“ (Van den Berghe 1996: 62).

Van den Berge`s argument focuses more on racist attitudes whereas Birch speaks more about integration problems that may have several forms of origin, such as prejudices towards some ethnic or cultural groups and that may lead to social, economic or political discrimination and segregation.

6.  The problems of integration of some cultural groups appears in all modern societies. It is up to states policies how they succeed in practice. There should be a more open debate on the levels of local structures that would include both policy-makers and members of unpreveleged groups to create new policies that would be acceptable for both sides. Without such debate it is only a neverending story of a privileged major society and discriminated minority.
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