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FOCUS ON ROMA:
Problems faced by the Roma and a Step in the Right Direction.
This paper intends to look at the Roma’s changing situation within an enlarged Europe. Firstly it will look at the historical origins of the Roma people. It will also consider some of the affects of the Cold War and communism on the Roma population. It will look at the experience of Roma populations in a sample of European countries. And finally this paper will include some of the contemporary problems facing the Roma, along with the effects of an enlarged Europe on the situation of the Roma.
The Roma form a group of approximately 8-10 million people in Europe. In some Eastern European countries, they represent over 5 percent of the population. "The largest ethnic minority in Europe is also the most discriminated against," says Dimitrina Petrova, executive director of the European Roma Rights Centre in Budapest. (Quoted; Roma Hope for a Better Life Under the EU csmoniter_com.) According to Colin Woodard, an estimated 220,000 to 500,000 were killed in the Nazi Holocaust. They now account for 10 percent of the population of Slovakia, 3 to 5 percent of Hungary's, and 3 percent in the Czech Republic. Accession to the EU has spurred the new members from Central and Eastern Europe to address the Roma's problems. (Colin Woodard, Roma Hope for a Better Life Under the EU csmoniter_com.) 

Despite huge diversity within the Roma they do share a common ‘Romani’ language, which according to Brearley has more than 100 dialects but a common core vocabulary, two- thirds deriving from Sanskrit or Hindi. There are also other uniting factors including a strong core culture and value system, autonomous systems of justice, traditions of purposeful nomadism and a shared history of persecution and group solidarity.  

According to Margaret Brearley, “it is assumed on linguistic and ethnic grounds, that they descend from several tribes or castes which left northern India between 500-1000 CE. The Roma comprise many diverse tribal groupings, distinct but linguistically and ethnically related.” (Brearley p.5) By the eleventh century the Roma had reached Constantinople, by the late fourteenth century were widely established in the Balkans and beyond and by 1427 they were travelling throughout Western Europe in groups of 100-300. According to Margaret Brearley, despite the fact that in pre-reformist Europe, with paganism extinguished, marginal groups were at best tolerated and at worst harshly persecuted, he Roma received a fairly warm welcome, although this quickly gave way to hostility.  
With the beginnings of early agrarian capitalism in the 16th century, came ‘massive social upheavals, harsh legislative measures were introduced to curb begging coupled with the new theological intolerance came, according to Gheorghe and Acton, “the sustained genocidal persecution and enslavement (of Roma) which appeared in the third and fourth decades of the sixteenth century.” (Nicolae Gheorghe and Thomas Acton; Dealing with Multiculturality: Minority, Ethnic, National and Human Rights. OSCE ODIHR Bulletin, vol. 3, no. 1, 1995, 31.) 

The experience of the Roma throughout Europe has varied greatly. According to Brearley; “In various countries at various times, organised gypsy hunts became a fashionable sport. To be a Rom was a crime; if apprehended, the penalty could be torture, flogging, branding and banishment.” According to Courtiade; “In Walachia and Moldova…they were perpetual slaves from the fourteenth to the mid-nineteenth century, and bear the scars of slavery even today.” (Marcel Courtiade; Quelques Reperes Psvchiques Dans L’histoire Des Roms De L’Est., Quoted by Brearley p 9) According to Brearley; “In 1568 Pope Pius V sought to expel all gypsies from the domain of the Roman Catholic Church, prompting Spain, Portugal and France to begin shipping Roma as slaves to colonies in Africa and the Americas.” In France “Laws enacted in 1666 decreed that all the Roma males were to be sent to the gallery for life.” At the same time the women and girls were branded and banished. In England; “Wandering Romanies were hanged for nomadism until the 1650s and 1714 in Scotland.” (Brearley p. 7)  
By the eighteenth century the aim of many countries had changed from the ‘total exclusion and death’ of the Roma themselves, to the ‘annihilation of Romany identity and language.’ In some countries Roma were forbidden to marry one another, children could be removed, for example between 1926 and 1973 Switzerland’s Pro Juventute Institution took hundreds of Jenisch children to be reared by non-gypsy families, and they were forced into settlements and not allowed to travel. In Spain in 1749 all male Roma were rounded up and sent to penal institutions and mercury mines, many died and many were not released for 16 years. (Brearley p. 7)
Given these facts it is a miracle the Roma survived. According to Brearley, they managed to do this by living on the geographical and economic margins of society, working among rural peasants or the urban poor as skilled craftsmen, itinerant smiths, musicians, peddlers, casual labourers and seasonal farm workers. Their survival mechanisms included: developing a financially independent ‘culture of invisibility’, patterns of migrating and emigrating in search of work; flexible habits of seasonal nomadism; and temporary or long-term settlement according to opportunities for employment. However from the late eighteenth century scholars began to notice their rich language and culture, and Romany music became popular and influential. However Gypsiologist Diane Tong wrote that; “Gypsies are often devalued as people at the same time as their arts are valued and imitated world wide.” (Brearley pg 8-9)    

The experience of the Roma during the Second World War was horrific. “In 1899 research on Roma began in a Munich Institute, later named the Central Office for Fighting the Gypsy Nuisance.” It was only closed in 1970. In 1906 the Prussian government issued a directive called ‘Combating the Gypsy Nuisance’. In 1926 a law passed prevented people with school age children travelling, outlawed travelling in groups and curbed gypsy ownership of animals. Nazi researchers regarded Roma as ‘asocial’ and having a ‘criminal element in their whole makeup,’ and they became seen as a threat to the German Nation. It is estimated that during the Second World War, the total number of Roma killed was between 200,000 and 500,000. According to Brearley, “while over half of all German, Czech, Austrian, Latvian and Polish Roma died, some communities suffered even heavier losses. Virtually all Roma in Belgium, Holland, Estonia and Lithuania were annihilated. Scholars such as Donald Kenrick point to documentation showing that the ultimate aim of the Nazis was “complete extermination” of the Roma. (Quoted: Brearley p.10) Brearley notes that; “Many of today’s problems faced by Europe’s Roma are a direct consequence of the war time destruction of life, community and way of life.” She also claims that it should be noted, that the Nazis well publicised persecution of the Roma followed centuries of historical precedent by virtually all the peoples of Europe. (Brearley p.9-10)
In the early days of communism in Eastern Europe the Roma were given sympathy as victims of capitalism. However this attitude did not last long, as the Roma came under suspicion and the communities were forced to abandon nomadism, discouraged from using their own language. According to Brearley, this caused a ‘loss of identity and traditional cultural values,’ and also destroyed their much prized skill of self-sufficiency. In some countries their were policies to improve educational standards, provide better housing, and introduced compulsory employment in state factories and farms in Eastern Europe, which Brearley claims could protect against destitution but could not compensate for their loss. (Brearley p.13)
The transition of the former communist countries of Eastern Europe to a market economy introduced new challenges for the Roma. Housing is often isolated, without water, electricity and sanitation. Unemployment among the Roma increased dramatically, according to Brearley, rising as high as 60 percent of Roma in urban Bulgarian Ghettos, even those in employment can often earn below subsistence levels of income. This unemployment can start a cycle, especially among the young, of crime, which has a knock on affect of increasing anti-Roma sentiment. In an age of political instability and increasing crime and corruption, the Roma can also be used as a convenient scapegoat. According to Toni Sonneman; “Anger against Roma can thus serve to deflect widespread popular anger and frustration at less visible-far more powerful-non-gypsy criminals.” (Toni Sonneman, Secretary of the Romani-Jewish Alliance: “The media portray the Romanies as generic ‘suspects’ in the rising tide of crime and black marketeering,’ quoted by Donald Kenrick in Report For the Association of Gypsy Organisations (privately circulated) 1995, quoted Brearley.)
The experience of the Romany in Western Europe has been just as difficult. Though by law the Roma are still allowed to be nomadic, the reality of it is difficult and often dangerous. They are often unable to find space on official sites and are likely to face violence, harassment and eviction from unofficial sites. The result is they often live on ‘discarded’ and often unsanitary land. According to some figures only 30 percent of Romany children attend school regularly. According to Brearley, rapid industrialisation, agricultural mechanisation and rural decline have resulted in the loss of seasonal occupations for the Roma. In the 1980s technological advances and the recession reduced the availability of work. (Brearley p.13-14)

In Bulgaria, under communism Romany culture was suppressed, gypsy music was banned and the Roma were forced to settle. The Roma faced a trade-off in this period; they gained higher living and educational standards in exchange for loss of identity and culture. In post-1989 Bulgaria the Democratic Union of Roma was founded. However, in 1990 they were denied the right to create a political party in order to compete in the 1990 elections. Although there are many Roma activists in Bulgaria which at least ensures they are not a silenced minority. Unemployment is very high, schooling inadequate and poverty increasing. Anti-Roma sentiment is very high and “they are widely blamed for the marked increase in crime.” (Brearley p.19) In a survey in 1992 89.5 percent of Bulgarians said they would not want their children to attend school with Roma children.  (BBC Summary of World Broadcasts SWB 11 May 1993) Violence is extensive and increasing, for example in April 1995 in an arson attack on the Roma, one person was killed and fifteen were injured. But this is just one of numerous examples. (IRR European Race Audit, November 1995). The police are sometimes involved in this violence, for example four Roma died in police custody after alleged torture. After a series of arson attacks and police brutality the interior ministry officially condemned attacks on Roma by skinheads, as well as xenophobia and anti-Semitism. (BTA News Agency Sofia.)

The Roma in the Czech Republic under communism were forbidden to travel and their language and traditions were suppressed. From the mid-70s many Roma women were paid or tricked into being sterilised and many children were forcibly placed in children’s homes. (Brearsley 20). After the collapse of communism, discrimination ceased at a national level. They have formed organisation for example, the Roma Democratic Congress. They entered the elections in 1992 but according to Brearley, failed to gain one seat due to ‘apathy and lack of a united front.’ The Bill of Fundamental Rights and Liberties passed in January 1991 granted all nationalities to use ethnic languages in official business. Since the end of communism, the crime rate has soared, for which the Roma are getting the blame. However, this not entirely unfounded, while Roma account for only 2 percent of the population they account for 11 percent of all crime and 50 percent of all burglary and pick-pocketing. (Jiri Pehe, ‘Law on Romanics causes Uproar in Czech Republic’, RFE/RL, Research Report, Feb 1993) The Roma have been hit hard by the rising unemployment, as largely manual labourers under communism, economic reforms have meant the Roma have become unemployed in disproportionate numbers. According to Brearley, this is especially the case in Slovakia, and many Roma have migrated to the Czech Republic in order to find work. This has also caused an escalation in violence towards the Roma, with 9 attacks including several stabbings and one murder in 1995 (Brearley p. 21). According to the Guardian (1993) 65 percent of Czechs are hostile towards Roma and in the 1992 elections a far right anti-gypsy campaigner won 15 percent of the vote. In 1994 the Czech government passed a new citizenship law; in order to gain citizenship a person had to prove they had lived in the country for the past two years, that they spoke Czech and that they have no criminal record for the past five years. For obvious reasons this discriminated against and made life difficult for the Roma population to gain citizenship. It meant that even if someone had lived in the Czech Republic all their lives they are still denied a residence permit and are therefore regarded as illegal aliens and are not entitled to healthcare or social security, pushing many Roma even further into an inescapable cycle of poverty.  However it is not all negative, according to Brearley individual projects were launched in 1994-5, for example, throughout the Czech Republic MENT, an educational organisation, is running seminars on Romani language and culture for teachers and Romany children. In Pardubice they have opened a nursery to teach pre-school children Czech. And in May 1995 the first memorial to Czech Roma interned in Nazi concentration camps was unveiled in Lety. (Brearley p 23) "A lot of concrete things have been done to improve the situation of Roma in this country, and most of them are due to pressure from the EU," notes Czech political analyst Jiri Pehe, who was an adviser to former President Vaclav Havel. (Quoted; Roma Hope for a Better Life Under the EU csmoniter_com.) Under EU pressure, Czech authorities have pledged to implement affirmative action plans in housing, education, and employment. Slovakia has hired social workers to visit Roma slums, and plans to open two college-preparatory high schools for Roma children. Hungary is in the process of desegregating its public school system - where most Roma children are placed in separate remedial classes - with the help of a $36 million EU grant. Mr. Pehe says he has no doubt that these policy measures will be carried out, but he says they only begin to address the underlying problem. "This is a problem that is not only legal and constitutional, but also cultural, so it will take many years before the situation is truly satisfactory," he says. (Quoted; Roma Hope for a Better Life Under the EU csmoniter_com.)


According to Brearley, Romania has a total population of 23.3 million and a Roma population of 430,000 and form the largest Roma Population in Europe. Historically all Roma were slaves to the crown, they were treated brutally for centuries, their emancipation came in the 1830s and prompted a mass exodus of Roma who were fearful of “future re-imposition of slavery. Those who stayed remained deeply impoverished social outcasts and prey to exploitation.” Marcel Courtiade argues that servitude has had a lasting impact on the Roma producing certain traits including: fatalism and aggression; deep shame at being Roma; lack of confidence and a lack of feeling of responsibility towards third parties. Under communism, like in many other countries throughout Eastern and Central Europe, in an attempt to absorb the Roma into the majority population, Romany culture, language and music were suppressed. Communities were destroyed when Roma were forced into urban tenements or collective farms and Roma remained on the margins of society. However, there were some major developments after the downfall of Ceausescu. In the Romanian Constitution, adopted in 1991, Article 6 ‘recognises and guarantees persons belonging to national minorities the right to conserve, develop and express their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity,’ and also guarantees them the right to representation in parliament. Numerous Roma organisations have been formed, including The Democratic Union of Romanian Roma founded in 1990, papers and publications are produced and ‘cultural life has begun to flourish’, there has even been a Romani language Theatre established. The freedom of speech however that came with the collapse of communism, meant a renewed attack on the Roma and they are blamed for the countries numerous and mounting problems. The countries far right party advocates sterilization of Roma women and compulsory transfer of Roma to reservations. (Political Extremism and the Threat to Democracy in Europe) Between 1990 and 1995 there were 30 brutal mob attacks and forcible evictions of the Roma, “often involving lynching” and the torching of homes. In 1991 Amnesty International issued a report on the suffering of the Roma arguing that “a nationwide pattern of inadequate police protection…encouraged further acts of racist violence against Gypsies.” (IRR European Race Audit, September 1995) The media commonly portray Roma as criminals and according to Brearley, the Rom leadership are dismayed at the increasingly open expression of hatred. Nicolae Gheorghe, spokesman for the Ethnic Federation of Roma, said: “Before the revolution the violence against the Gypsies was the monopoly of the police. Now it is much more democratic, the people on the street can do it too…To be a gypsy is not just an ethnic identity it is also a stigma.” (Guardian, 30 August 1992) Economic conditions are very poor, only 22.1 percent of adults are in regular employment and 45 percent have no employment at all, educational levels are very poor with only 4.5 percent of Roma children attending secondary school and between 40 and 80 percent of children in orphanages are Roma. Anti-Roma legislation was introduced in 1995 whereby the Roma were reclassified as ‘Tsigani’ in order to avoid confusion with the ethnic Romanians and the Roma are now forbidden from calling themselves Roma. There are positive signs, Roma organisations have become involved in local conflict resolution, with some success and the police are cracking down on racist behaviour, however the according to Brearley, “the overall situation of Roma…remains extremely bleak.” And according to Isabel Fonseca, “the Roma are hated in Romania with a greater venom that elsewhere in Europe. (Isabel Fonseca, Bury Me standing: The Gypsies and Their Journey, New York, 199)    
According to Brearely, many of the Roma living in Post-War Germany “live in bleak isolated settlements for the homeless and so-called Asozialen on the outskirts of cities.” They are subject to intense racial hostility; in 1992 they were described in the Hamburg Morning Post as a ‘serious plague’ and in the Badische Zeitung as ‘a pure disease.’ Prejudice comes from the very top of politics, “In 1990 Herr Schmidt, a member of the Bremen states parliament, said in parliament in reference to the Gypsy Holocaust: “It’s a pity not more of them were murdered.” Herr Heck, the chief of Bremen city council and a member of the Green Party, compared the Nazi Holocaust of Roma with the disappearance of the dinosaur: “The Romany culture is not worth protecting.”” A poll of German University students in 1994 that 60.4 percent of East German students admitted disliking Gypsies (IRR European Race Audit, 13 April 1995). In 1995 the President of the Roma National Congress was charged with contravening a law that prohibits protesting on recreational areas’ when he organised a commemoration of Roma victims of the Holocaust. The German government funds a staff of 5 in the Central Council of German Sinti and Roma and a staff of 8 in the Cultural and Documentary Centre for German and Sinti Roma, however this support is based on their categorisation as a ‘socially marginalised group’ and not as a ‘national minority’. (Brearley p. 24-27) 
According to Brearley, in Austria, the standard of living is low, life expectancy is short, only 10 percent of children finish school and they are isolated because of the huge disparity in wealth. Anti-Roma prejudice in Austria is high and violence is escalating. (Brearley p.17)

According to Brearley, some Roma are re-starting the nomadic traditions. Although they rarely travel with caravans anymore, 30 percent of Roma are internally nomadic within their own countries, 30 percent are semi-nomadic (travelling for only part of the year) and 40 percent are more or less permanently settled. (Leigeois, Gypsies and Travellers, 24) Unfortunately it is not for the traditional reasons that this has occurred. Often it is due to fear of persecution and increasing nationalism. And claims Brearley, this has led to a renewed media attack on the Roma of a possible ‘gypsy invasion.’ Interestingly, the reality, writes Brearley, is that proportionally fewer Roma than non-Roma migrated between 1946 and the late 1980s; since 1960 250,000 Roma have immigrated to Western Europe. (CDMG Strasburg 1995, 19)

Today Roma organisations have been developed in both Eastern and Western Europe to help deal with some of the problems faced by the Roma. The situation is changing. The Comite International Rom was founded in 1967. In 1987 its successor organisation International Romany Union had offices in 27 countries. According to Brearley, in March 1993 it was given full UN consultative status and the UN urged all member states to ensure protection and equality for all Roma in 1991 and recognised Roma as an official minority in September 1995. The International Romany Union now negotiates actively with national governments and with the EU, CE and OSCE. And in 1990 the European Roma Parliament was established. It is however difficult for the Roma, for although they number 1.2 million they are not organised in a way as to protect their minority rights.  (Brearley p. 43-44)
According to Brearley, moves to assist the Roma intensified from 1989. In May 1989 the EU in an important resolution called for European schools to include provision for Gypsies and multi-cultural teaching of Romany history, culture and language. In February 1993 the EU Parliament adopted Resolution 1203 ‘On the situation of Roma in Europe’. This resolution stressed the urgency with which member states needed to implement previous proposals. In May 1994 the first Romani Congress of the EU was held in Seville. In 1994 the Standing Committee on Cooperation and Co-ordination of the Romani Organisations in Europe was formed. Among its aims was establishing an institutional base for permanent action, creating a Roma run office and establishing a Romani Rights charter to define the legal position of Roma within Europe. In July 1994 130 visitors attended a hearing entitled; ‘Towards a Tolerant Europe: the contribution of the Gypsies.’ Discussed topics were the problems of the Roma and other nomads, they highlighted problems of housing, freedom to travel, employment and education and they urged greater consultation with the Roma. In March 1995 The Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights of the OSCE together with other European bodies set up a Contact Point for Roma Issues. Its purpose is to circulate information about the Roma, encourage Roma organisational capacity and address discrimination and violence against the Roma. (Brearley p. 45)
Some international non-governmental aid organisations are working with the Roma to improve conditions. The Heredia Organisation aims to teach Spanish Roma to adapt to modern technology for example. The British Know-How Fund created a Community Policing Initiative within the Bulgarian Police Force, using specialists from the Metropolitan Police. At local level many initiatives have been set up, for example; the EU has funded Combat Poverty Programs, police have been trained in rapid reaction teams to prevent local anti-gypsy violence ad police, social workers and teachers have been trained in cross-cultural awareness specifically related to the Roma. (Brearley p 47)   
On the 16th January 2003, the Roma Human Development issued a report, “Avoiding the Dependency Trap,” it warned that; the countries of Central and Eastern Europe would only become successful members of the EU if the Roma, as the region’s largest ethnic minority became fully integrated through jobs, education and political participation. The report was commissioned by the United Nations Development Programme. Kalman Mizei UNDP's Director for Europe supervised the survey and said; “The international community needs to consider Roma issues from a broader development perspective and ensure that Roma people have equal access to education and job opportunities.” The report presented the first cross-border survey of the Roma minority in 5 countries, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania. By measures ranging from literacy to infant mortality, most of the region’s Roma, claims the report, endure living conditions closer to those of sub-Saharan Africa than to Europe. The survey shows that more than one out of every two Roma goes hungry at least a few days every year, while one out of six is "constantly starving". Only 20% of the Roma are formally employed and another 20% are involved in the informal sector. The UNDP survey finds that almost eight out of ten Roma consider "respect for Human Rights" to mean "finding a job" and living free from hunger. (January 16, 2003 Report of the Millennium Development Goals: a Baseline study. UN Development Programme – from article written by Giedre Balcytyte)


The new countries of Central and Eastern Europe joined the EU on the first of May 2004. Upon entering these countries became subject to EU law. The EU has a policy of human rights and inherent in this policy is the protection of peoples belonging to a minority. This means that the Roma in the countries new to the EU will be protected by EU legislation. Article 6 of the Treaty on European Union, refers to the European Convention for the protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Article 14 states that the rights and freedoms laid down in the Convention should ‘be secured without discrimination on any grounds such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, birth or other status.’  The EU Charter on Fundamental Rights (adopted by member states in 2000) lays down the equality before the law of all people; it prohibits discrimination on any grounds, and requests the EU to protect cultural, religious and linguistic diversity. In 1993 the Copenhagen criteria for countries wishing to join the EU was created and specifically highlighted the protection of minorities. It states that ‘membership requires that the candidate country has achieved the stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and the respect for and protection of minorities.’  According to the (www.europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/humanrights) “In this context particular attention has been paid to the situation of the Roma communities as these populations (around 6 million people in candidate countries of Central and Eastern Europe) suffer from widespread prejudice and discrimination. The European Parliament has made it clear the commitment of the EU to this vulnerable category, particularly with regard to the applicant countries for EU membership, calling on the Council and the Commission to ‘enhance the ability of these countries to pass and implement laws aimed at countering discrimination against minorities.’ (www.europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/humanrights) Under the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) minority issues were included as a priority. They have also identified combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination of minorities as a funding priority. 

Under the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights, the Council of Europe is assisting the governments of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Macedonia in the design and implementation of policies directed at improving the situation of the Roma, and the project also aims at improving the active participation of Roma themselves in the design of those solutions and policies. The OSCE-ODHIR is developing a project which aims at mainstreaming, empowering and networking Roma as full participants in post-crisis management, good governance and the development of a sustainable civil society in South Eastern Europe. Minority Rights Group International is implementing a large project involving 11 countries of South and Central Eastern Europe, aimed at raising the awareness of minorities and minority rights by trying to improve the local capacities to enter into a dialogue with governments and bringing local problems to domestic and international policy levels.   

Many programs have been granted EU funding. For example under the Phare programme, set up in order to help the accession of the recently joined countries into the EU, funding was included for projects which aimed to help the local record of protection of minorities. These programmes include an effort to improve the level of participation of Roma children in education. There lack of attendance is a symptom of their community’s social exclusion and an increase in access to education could mean substantial benefits. Projects favouring the Roma communities totalled 10 million in 1999 and 13 million in 2000. But there is a long way to go. According to Colin Woodard, in Hungary, for example, less than a third of Roma children enrol in secondary education, compared to 90 percent of the population as a whole. Only 4 to 5 percent of Roma graduate from secondary school, and a mere 0.22 percent go to college. (Colin Woodard; Roma Hope for a Better Life Under the EU csmoniter_com.) Within The Access Programme, for the strengthening of civil society in these countries, they have granted local Non-Governmental Organisations, the programme targets the social reintegration and the promotion of sustainable health and social support for marginalised and minority groups. Also the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights includes specific references to minority issues and finances a range of projects and initiatives aiming at increasing the protection of minorities and capacity building of state officials, NGOs and minority communities.     
In conclusion, from as early as the sixteenth century the Roma have been persecuted and today still face active discrimination, living standards closer to Sub-Saharan Africa than Europe, poor educational opportunities, unemployment and violence. The setting up of Roma organisations both nationally and internationally have given the Roma and positive steps have been taken to include the Roma themselves in problem solving. The EU initiatives and funding of various governmental and non-governmental organisations are having a positive affect in tackling the problems faced by the Roma minority today. However, as Jiri Pehe says, the problem is not just social and economic but cultural. Discrimination and hatred comes from the very top in many countries and permeates through to the grassroots, and unless this culture of blaming the Roma for problems they are either powerless to change or are not responsible for, can change the Roma will continue to face problems. Of course the problems faced are so monumental that it will be many years until their situation will be adequate, but steps are being taken in the right direction. 
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