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Liegeois, Jean - Pierre (1994). „Roma,  Gypsies, Travellers Population. 

1) „Census figures Gypsies and Travellers have always been imprecise… in some states, official figures, based on criteria which are usually arbitrary, may differ from estimates made by other bodies by up to 500%“ (Liegeoise, 29).

2) The author is showing how difficult it is to make some reliable statistics about Roma population. The first problem is the definition who is a Gypsy ao a Traveller. Than the criteria are very confused in many states. The writer present several figures describing the situation in several European countries.  A new complication was brought by the migration movements which started in 1990´s. Other difficulty is how to divide nomads and sedentary Gypsies etc. While talking about population, Liegeoise is also mentioning the issue dealing with names. This is a very broad topic which should be known well when we talk about their population. The last but not the least thing which have to be mentioned in the connection with the population is the way of accommodation because there is a big difference between sedentary Gypsies and Travellers. 

3) In my opinion the author has explained all the facts quite  well. I think that there is a very big problem with that wide range of all the names we can use while talking about this society. I would like to know if it is possible to find out some agreement with Roma and set some international name which can be used. On the other hand the question is if it is good to heap them up into one group.

4) Of course, in the Czech Republic it is also very difficult to find out how many Gypsies are living here. The situation is not as complicated as in other countries because most of Gypsies who live in the Czech Republic are sedentary and it is more easy to calculate their number. Actually, I have no experience with the large variety of their names. I have heard the appellation Gypsy or Roma.

5) One department of  The Institute of Sociology in the Czech Republic is called The Socio-economics of Housing and here are the interrelated topics  researched. According to the census made by The Czech statistical office there lived 11, 400 Roma people in the Czech Republic in 2001while there  lived about 31, 000 Roma in 1991. But in general it is said that there live more now. The most of Czech Roma live in the settlements and they usually have relatives in Slovakia (http://seb.soc.cas.cz/publikace_download/publikace /standardy2003_ a64.pdf)

6) The situation differs from country to country and that is why we need our special system which would help us to  get the most punctual figures about Roma in the Czech Republic. It may be important to try to learn more about Roma and their population so that we can better live together and then if we know more there could be more problems and discrepancy.
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