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Liegeois, Jean-Pierre: ”School Provision for Ethnic Minorities: The gypsy paradigm”

1.Central quotation: “There are signs too of underestimating the fundamental, and negative, role that school may play in a policy of eliminating minorities: it can easily and effectively participate in assimilating the minority groups subjected to it, all the more so as attendance is often compulsory. Yes, school can “form” a child – but its role may be conforming, reforming, or deforming.”

“One must never forget that, for Gypsies, school is an alien institution, and an integral part of a universe which has for centuries been a threatening one.”
  

2. Argument: Ligeois argues for a deeper understanding of why Roma people often are in conflict with the existing school-system. Through an analysis of literacy he concludes that Roma almost only use literacy skills when communicating with Gadjé. Besides that they only see it as a practical tool. For Roma people the knowledge of reading and writing is seen as Gadjo skills.

He finds it very important to consider Roma children’s vulnerability in a school-system created from a value-system totally different from theirs and he argues for a pedagogical-anthropological way of looking at the problem since it is important to consider the fact that some Roma children conform better than other to the surrounding society. 

He argues against the view that attending school is a desirable goal for everybody since he through his investigations finds that the opinion in the host countries of Roma people is that education and schooling cannot be separated while for Roma people education is often something that goes on in the family and therefore is not necessarily synonymous with schooling.    

3. Question: Ligeois point seems good ideologically but how should it work in practise? Should Roma children have schools of their own? How should special ways of teaching Roma children be integrated into “normal” schools? Is it possible to avoid the situation of segregation in schools, which are seen in Eastern Europe in case that some special teaching methods are needed?         

4.Experiential connection: In Denmark where I am from a certain activation-project was tried since the problem about Roma children not attending school is a problem there too. Since we have this welfare-system people without a job get a monthly payment from the state which means that Roma people living in Denmark also benefit from this. The content in the activation-project was the following: Roma parents who did not walk their children to school everyday did not get their monthly payment from the state!  

5.Textual connection: “…in the Romani Veliki Rit settlement in Novo Sad, Yogoslavia, the majority of houses in the settlement lack electricity and thus the children encounter significant difficulties in doing their homework in the evening. Such difficulties cause the children to fall behind their non-Romani peers, leading to the failing of exams and a general disinterest in school. The neglect of Romani history and culture in curricula is also a factor in a Romani child´s continued attendance, as is the abuse they are likely to receive in the classroom.”
   

The quoted sentence supplements Ligeois text and presents another view upon the problem. It seems that Ligeois presents an ideological view where Cahn et al. presents more a factual view.

6.Implications: If the considerations put forward by Ligeois is not taken seriously there is a risk that the school will transform acculturation into deculturation in the case of the Roma children which means that the school do more damage than good. Such an experience will definitely not give the children a good experience of going to school.

According to Ligeois it is very important to give Roma children a positive experience of school because if this is not the case the parents will immediately take the child out. 

Furthermore as the situation is now a lot of Roma people do not se any connection between education and economic success and education and social success – the child does not learn things of use for Roma community and it does not strengthen the feeling of belonging to the group, so unless the host countries become much better at educating Roma people in things of need for them or make schooling attractive in other ways it will be difficult to integrate Roma people in the given community and the evil circle will continue. 
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