Line Mikkelsen18-05-2004 AQCI # 1


Hancock, Ian: “The consequences of Anti-Gypsi Racism in Europe.”

1. Central quotation: ”I believed for a long time that we were running perhaps forty years behind the African-Americans in our attempts at political self-determination, but in terms of outward expression of anger, I think we are maybe only five years behind – within five years, if we do not address the problem now, we will surely see race riots and destruction on a massive scale here in Europe as the pressure cooker can contain itself no longer.”
 

“Europe faces an uphill climb, and the sooner the issue of anti-Romani racism is addressed, the better the chances will be for averting a catastrophe. For if the African-American experience is a reliable indication, this is not something which will disappear simply by providing the economic and educational means for the Romani population to aspire to the middle class.”
   

“It is not simply the system which has to change, or opportunities to be equalized, but – we must also work to change people´ attitudes.”

2. Argument: Hancock is arguing against racism, which he finds is blossoming in Post-communist Europe and the fact that in a racist society some people automatically have opportunities while others do not have access to them at all. He thinks that the big ethnic tensions and hatred are a growing problem. Human rights and equal opportunities should not just be a matter for some part of the population but involve everybody – also the Roma people. 

He is arguing for more stringent laws so people feel that being a racist is an expensive cost. Furthermore there should be equal access to school so Roma people educationally can compete with the rest of the population. The media must also change the implicit racist attitudes, which lie underneath the statements and also tell about the good things that Roma People do and not only the bad things.    

3. Question: How is it possible to control the media? Where is the line between freedom of expression and racist remarks?

4. Experiential connection: The media plays an important role in the expression of your opinions. During our last election about two years ago we experienced a very harsh tongue in the media about refugees and immigrants. The whole debate was about that and the discussions reached a level where it was very difficult to differentiate between right and wrong, racism and freedom of expression.  

5. Textual connection: “Falling in the middle of, first of all, preparations for Czech accession to the European Union and, secondly, implementation of Dublin Convention provisions on freedom of movement for EU citizens, the media scandal surrounding the so-called “exodus” of Roma from the Czech Republic threatened to alter the time-frame and scheme of European Union expansion. Under pressure, finally, to respond to a wave of racism and racist violence which non-governmental bodies had been decrying for years, on October 29, 1997, the Czech Government issued a resolution accepting the Council for Nationalities Report on the situation of the Romani Community in the Czech Republic and Government Measures Assisting its Integration in Society along with its forty-four recommendations.”

This is an example of how international pressure works and how powerful economic relations are.  

6. Implications: One of the points that Hancock mentions is equal access to schools and a more controlled media-system (#2). Equal access to school is very important and perhaps the most important thing if you want to give equal opportunities to everybody. But since a great deal of the problem in for instance the Czech Republic lies in the fact that Roma children are discriminated in school there is a big need for changing the attitudes of other pupils and especially of the teachers because equal schooling is worth nothing if the discriminative attitudes continue to exist.

It is very difficult to control the media and to set up rules for how to tell the news. As I mentioned in #4 the very freedom of expression has a cost but if you look at countries where the situation is the total opposite and where what is expressed depends on the ruling political party, I think that it is better to have a media-system where it is possible to express your self whether you are a skinhead or Romani.   
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