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Quotation 

“The history of Romani migration to Canada has shown that the only times that Roma have faced opposition when they tried to emigrate to Canada have been when they have been publicly identified as Roma. The initial public reaction to the arrival of the Czech Roma was negative because there exists a Gypsy stereotype in the mind of the Canadian public, and the media, in its search for a sensational story, activated this stereotype and played to public fears.”  

Argument

Lee argues that the general perception of Roma in Canada have changed since 1997 due to media coverage. Lee points out that the numbers of Roma asylum seekers in Canada increased significantly after a documentary on Czech TV. Since the documentary on Czech TV was aired and until visa was required for Czechs three months later about 1500 Roma tried to obtain status as refugees. According to Lee the media represented the increase of migrating Roma as a “Gypsy invasion”. Lee argues that this has influenced the general Canadian perception of Roma.  

Question 

From my point of view, Lees’ article indicates that media coverage has influenced Canadian perception of Roma migrations. However, it is seems unclear to me how Lee shows that it is the Roma aspect that is important. In other words; can the negative perception of Roma migration be explained by the media focus on the migration – and not by the Roma aspect of this migration?

Experiential connection 

Lee’s description of media coverage in Canada in 1997 can be compared to media coverage in the UK spring 2004. Thus, there has been extensive media coverage of the conditions for Roma in Slovakia and indications of a “Roma invasion” after EU enlargement.
 

Textual connection 

Lee focuses on the importance of attitudes and perceptions for the integration of Roma in the Canadian society. Zoltan Barany focuses on integration of Roma in East European societies. Both Lee and Barany stress the importance of attitudes and perceptions for Romani integration. According to Barany fundamental changes in attitudes takes at least one generation.

Implications 

Lee’s argument is based on the view that both the media and the public have pre-perceptions of Roma, and that these pre-perceptions are based on stereotypes. The argument of pre-perceptions implies that it is very difficult to change the perceptions of Roma, and that it will be more difficult for Roma to be integrated in the Canadian society than if there were no prejudge.

� See for instance the Economist February 7th 2004 p. 37: Those roamin’ Roma  p. 37


� Barany (2002) Romani Marginality Revisited 





