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Quotation 

“Based on the limited (an inaccurate) definition of the problem as fundamentally one of ‘culture’ (discrimination), European institutions promote the homogenisation of policies across countries based on the re-statement of existing (and ineffectual) practice, in the form of guidelines and recommendations which have no intrinsic authority.”  

Argument

According to Kovats reports about the Roma from European institutions such as the Council of Europe and OCSE reflect a too narrow view on the issue. Kovats argues that the reports are based on the assumption that the Roma issue is basically a technical issue about culture and discrimination; the issue is not seen as a political issue in a broader context which includes focus on the different local/national political, economic and social conditions.

Question 

Kovats argues that the tendency to view the Roma issue as an issue about discrimination implies a technical and non-political approach to the issue by the European institutions. Moreover, Kovats argues that the technical focus on the issue and a policy based on ‘favouritism’ toward Roma can be a political problem. However, taken into account the widespread racist attitudes towards Roma; is politicization of the Roma issue in the Roma’s interests, or is the technical approach to prefer?

Experiential connection 

According to Kovats the Roma issue primarily has to be addressed at the national level; a European policy has to promote implementation of national policies. Kovats’ view can be connected to the ongoing public debate about European integration and the question of which issues have to be addressed at the national level, and which issues have to be addressed at the European level.

Textual connection 

According to Kovats Roma representation in European institutions is rather by appointment than by election or delegation, which indicates that Roma are not very well politically organised. This understanding is also represented in an article by Peter Veermersch.
 

Implications 

The argument that the Roma issue is perceived too narrow by European institutions implies with Kovats’ own words that the institutions have “failed to appreciate that the role of European policy in this area must be to overcome the political and financial obstacles to effective policies within national politics, especially in transition states.” Thus, Kovats argues that resources rather than being used for bureaucratic organisation have to be focused on ‘breaking the political impasse’ about the Roma issue in specific countries.
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