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1. Quotation. 

 Without defining sink, we cannot say who the saints are. If ‘now’ in the post-Communist era the Czech Republic is really a culture and civilised nation ready to take its place in the bright new Europe, perhaps it is rather functional to have Nils Christie (1984) has termed a ‘good enemy’ around enabling people to feel reassured as to their own virtue. ‘Good enemies’, of course, do not just remain so – they require combating. In terms of the Czech Republic this is clearly happening with respect to the Roma. Reader page 143.

2. Argument. 

 Powell is arguing that the Roma in the Czech Republic represent a convenient object of public hate and distrust. Borrowing Christie’s theory he argues that the Czechs define themselves against the background of the Roma, the convenient ‘good enemy’. Which may, in theory, embody everything the Czechs are not? In this sense he argues that the Roma are demonized by the Czech populace. 
3. Question.
 Although Powell’s theory is interesting I don’t think he makes a good case for why the Czech’s need such a ‘good enemy’ now. Roma have always been a victimised minority in both Czech and Slovak society. How does Powell explain this in terms of Christie’s theory. 

4. Experimental Connection. 

 I have limited respect for Christie’s theory because I think it is erroneous to attempt to employ broad, overarching post-modern theories to explain the behaviour of the general populace who have a limited understanding of such notions and are unlikely to be motivated by such grand theories which require a complicated view of society. 
5. Textual Connection. 

 Powell’s argument has much in common with criticisms of Huntington’s thesis ‘Clash of Civilisations’
. Huntington argues that global conflict will defined by clashes between civilisation blocs, such as the Western camp, the Islamic camp and the Confucian bloc. Critics of this thesis argue that Huntington seeks to define ‘Westerness’ by comparing it to the other’s of the ‘Islamic’ and to some degree the ‘Confucian’ bloc. In this sense these groups also represent the ‘good enemy’ that governments need to justify military spending and nationalist policies. 
6. Implications. 

 Powell’s argument doesn’t bode so well for societal understanding as he claims that the general dislike for the Roma is so entwined with notions of national identity that the Czechs have such a stake in their prejudice against the Roma that reconciliation would be an immensely complex process.  
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