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1. Central Quotation

 “To the Canadian media, however, these 1,500 Romani claimants did represent a ‘Gypsy invasion’. During this period, fourteen major Canadian media outlets ran ninety-one stories about the arrival of ‘gypsy’ refugees describing their arrival in such journalistic terms as ‘influx’, ‘flood’, ‘surge’, and ‘tide’. They were accused of creating a ‘burden’ for the taxpayers, a ‘strain’ or ‘drain’ on the economy and of ‘swamping’ the Toronto shelter system and denying space to Canadians in dire need of temporary accommodation.(page 111 of Reader). 
2. Argument

 The argument that Lee is trying to get across in the above paragraph is that Czech Roma constituted only a small percentage of refugee claimants in 1997 and, thus, an even smaller percentage of immigration in general. Despite this fact the Canadian media doesn’t shy away from using emotive terms such as ‘invasion’ and ‘flood’. Lee argues that this demonstrates the Canadian media’s ‘historical racism’ towards new immigrant groups. 
3. Question

 When Lee lambasts the ‘Canadian media’ it is really unclear to what extent emotive terms such as ‘invasion’ were used in the media in general. It’s unclear whether these terms were used throughout the Canadian media or just in the tabloid press and TV media. It’s easy to portray the media as a biased, racist organization if you focus on the solely on the tabloid press. Academics in Australia often focus on the tabloid media when the want to portray the media in general as biased and conservative.
4. Experimental Connection. 

 As I have argued above, in my experience, focusing on the tabloid media is not an even handed to portray the media. The media of most Western democracies are hardly monolithic entities. They represent a wealth of different opinions and perspectives. Saying this, my experience of such issues, which is primarily my experience of the way the Australian tabloid media has dealt with asylum seekers from the Middle East, is that the tabloid media loves to sensationalize these issues. 

5. Textual Connection.  
 Lee’s argument has many parallels with an article by Devine, Miranda in the Sydney Morning Herald.
 Both Lee and Devine argue that some sections of the media tend to sensationalize the arrival of new immigrants, in particular the arrival of asylum seekers. Fears that these groups come to ‘steal and collect welfare’ were issues highlighted by both Devine and Lee as issues which some sections of 

the media blew out of proportion. 

6. Implications

 Lee’s argument is a strong indication of the bias that many sections of the media display towards new immigrant groups, not only in Canada but in many countries in the West. The media can play a powerful role in inciting public disaffection against these new immigrant groups. 
�  See Sydney Morning Herald, November 17 2003.





