Camilla Thorgaard AQCI on Guy, Will (2001) The Czech Lands and Slovakia: another false dawn?

1.CENTRAL QUOTATIONS
“Czech officials”….. “ hoped the impending split of the Czech Republic might give them a unique opportunity of ridding themselves of their now redundant Romani and foreign workers.“ (Guy 2001: 298)
“Continuing condemnation of the UNHCR and the Council of Europe, among others, eventually led the Czech Government to modify this law in April 1996. (Guy 2001: 298)

“Only after large numbers of Roma began to flee the republic as refugees, attracting embarrassing media attention, did the Czech government finally bow to the inevitable and on 9 July 1999 parliamentary deputies voted to make a significant amendment to this peculiarly pointless and vindictive law” (Guy 2001:298 ). 

2. ARGUMENT 
Will Guy is arguing that the Czech Republic with the citizens laws wanted to take advantage of the split of Czechoslovakia. They wanted to use this event to avoid having the Roma as future citizens. He also argues that it only was the pressure from outside the country that finally had the effect that they changed their attitude. But, according to Will Guy this was mostly connected with embarrassing attention in media that the Czech Republic got due to the Romani refugees. 

3. QUESTION 
The interesting question is how the international community and international norms can have an influence on the way nations and citizenship are constructed, and an influence on who is included and who is excluded. How is the role of media related to the international judgement of a certain state and society? 

4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION

Czech Pictures: In the past week I have seen three representations of the Czech Republic in Danish national television. One of the features presented the Czech Republic as “one of us”, a western country that would come back to Europe. The two others – of which one focused on Roma - partly presented CR as the “other”, an Eastern European country with another “mentality”. Such presentations might lead to that the positive picture other countries have of the CR is damaged.   

5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION 

John Meyer et al. have presented a theory of a global ”world culture” that presents certain norms and models that the world and the state is viewed out of. This world culture have a very strong norm of minority rights and the states way to secure its citizens that the state is obliged to follow in order to be considered a rational state (Meyer et al.1997)
. But one could add that this is the case also for a nation’s “esteem” (which can be mediated through television programs) in other countries. 

6. IMPLICATIONS : 

The implicit theoretical consequence of the case Will Guy holds, is that one must understand the development in law and norms in a state as related to the international relations. One could also state, that the process for EU assessment has had some very positive implications in the Czech Republic that might not have been achieved in the pace they were, had the assessment process not been going on. This suggests that the best way to deal with Turkey’s violation of human rights would be to involve them in an EU assessment process as well. It also suggests that media play and extremely important role in presenting nations in other countries.  
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