Camilla Thorgaard : AQCI on Judith Okeley (1997)”Some political consequences of theories of Gypsy ethnicity. The place of the intellectual”
 

1.CENTRAL QUOTATION :”This is less an Orientalisme (Said 1978) but more an ”Orientalzation” of Occidentals. It is paradoxical that the Gypsies became acceptable to some only of they could be reified as “the other” from outside the West.” (Okeley 1997: 227) 

2. ARGUMENT: Judith Okeley is focusing critically on the intellectual writings concerning Roma origin. She argues that the position of the intellectual and his/her ethnic origin have an influence on the way they view Roma. The branch of scientists, consisting of non-gypsy intellectuals has constructed the “roma” as “the other” through ascribing them with an oriental origin. Thereby the Roma are also ascribed some of the characteristics that are included in the Orientalisme discourse as Edward Said has defined. It is though, not the case that they as Asians are ascribed these characteristics, but Judith Okeley sees it as if a group of westerns are constructed as Asians through this process.  

3. QUESTION: The relevant question to ask what the consequences and what are content of this orientalization, the inclusion of Roma in Orientalisme. 

4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION: In my earlier studies I have been involved in studying female second-generation Asian immigrants in Denmark. In many ways, they were struggling with discourses of “Asianess” that are closely connected with what Said calls Orientalisme. As the Roma – the second generation of Asian immigrants (and even the large group of adopted Asian children)- are standing in a position inside the Occident, and somehow have to relate to the dominating discourses on the Orient. It could be that their experiences would come close to some that the Roma will experience, if the idea of Indian origin will dominate in every day conceptions. 

5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION : Edward Said describes how western discourses constitute the Orient as a “unified, racial, geographical, political and cultural zone of the world” (Bhabha 1983: 371). Said describes how, at the centre of Orientalisme their is a polarity between on one hand to be the topic of learning, discovery and practice and on the other hand, to be the sight of dreams, images, fantasies, myths, obsessions.
 

IMPLICATIONS  What Okeley points to, is that with the writings on the Indian origin that some intellectuals are in danger of wrongly categorising the Gypsy as oriental and thereby our understanding of the Gypsies will be influenced by Orientalisme. The discourse of ethnicity in many ways are making us blind, and will probably lead to that we see Gypsy culture too much in opposition to our own, as stable, dream-like, packed with myths. It could also implicate Roma like second generation Chinese and Vietnamese – find that they are somehow stuck with these kinds of perspectives, trying to position themselves as post- ethnic identities.  
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