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 “Razor blades amidst the velvet”

by  Chris Powel
1)“Whether by elimination or assimilation the intent has been to inhibit Romani autonomy and the outcome to consign Roma to the bottom of the social stratificatory heap.  The aftermath of the Velvet Revolution and Divorce has further worsened the situation of the Roma.”

“In an important sense the collapse of the Communist state has ‘liberated’ people; they are now free (and are more likely to have the power) to discriminate and indeed engage in physical violence”  

“The lack of response to citizen racism and the act of enacting of state implemented racist measure is less an outcome of loss of power and more a policy designed to enhance state power”

2) The author argues that despite the hopes of the Velvet Revolution and the movement towards a free society little has been done to help the Roma population.  In 1982 president Havel declared that the Roma population should be protected and have rights; they should have merited ethnic status.  However, this has not occurred and in fact the situation has become worse which is due to the government failing to recognize “citizen Racism” Citizen racism has developed over the years by the various regimes and that often times the government uses this racism to win popularity with the non Roma community. 

3) Shouldn’t the Roma issue be more significant within the Czech and Slovak governments particularly due to the upcoming integration into the European Union?  Economically, wouldn’t it be more beneficial to integrate the Roma population into the work force?  What can the government do to eliminate the racism among the citizens?  Ultimately, the government will not be the only ones who will have to change their policy towards the Roma and it will take time before it spreads to the citizens.  What can be done to push the process of elimination of citizen racism along?    

4)  There is a large problem with discrimination against the Roma in the Czech Republic.  I first experienced this when I had a friend, who is Indian, visiting me.  We went out to dinner and a waiter refused to serve us and told us we had to leave.  I over heard him speaking with his colleague saying that the girl was a gypsy.  Only until he realized that we were American, only thanks to his colleague tell him so, did we get waited on.  

5) “Romani Marginality” by Will Guy is a good supplement to this Powel’s article as it  goes into detail about what programs or projects the Czech government, as well as other governments, have devised to help improve the Roma situation. However, Guy also points out that the constant bickering among officials inhibits the programs from being effective.  The vagueness of the chapters entitled “Minority Rights Law” and The Roma as an Ethnic Minority” in the Czech concept is also addressed.  

6) The implications are that the Roma population is growing in size and as is pointed out in the article by Guy, they are growing much quicker than their assimilation into society.   As they become a larger presence it will be more difficult for the state to help them.  The greater burden on social welfare will only be worse because the problem will have been allowed to progress to a much worse status, where as if something effective was done immediately they could potentially prevent the problem from being worse.  
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