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“The Consequences of Anti-Gypsy Racism in Europe”
by Ian Hancock

“The way to combat racism is through the close monitoring of—and penalizing of—those countries which fail to take active steps to eradicate it. Democracy has brought with it capitalism, and as a consequence, advertising and boycotting of companies sponsoring programs which Roma feel are offensive must also be implemented by vigilant media-watch organizations.”
“I have been interested for some years now in the parallels between the experience of Africans and Roma in the western world.” – Ian Hancock
2) The author states that the Eastern European Nations since 1989 have began to establish democratic nations however they have not successfully completed this because of the racism that exists towards the Roma population.  He draws a parallel between the Romani and African Americans in the United States, showing the historical comparisons between enslavement of both ethnic minorities.  He continues by saying that aggression shown by blacks in America is similar to the aggression that is unraveling in parts of Eastern Europe seen through riots, for instance in Slovakia.  Finally he argues that the way to combat this racism is to penalize companies and governments that partake in such racism.  
3) First the parallel between the African Americans should be addressed.  The enslavement is an important and accurate comparison, but a more current and perhaps more relevant comparison would be that of the Native American.  The Americans gathered the Native Americans and forced them from their land to reservations, restricted them from their nomadic life style, limited the education of their children, and discriminated against their customs, traditions, and skin color.  There is a greater similarity in their nomadic lifestyles.  The similarity is that the world is becoming more capitalized and there is little room for their needs in the greater scheme of the capitalist world.  Social welfare programs in America have left Native American living on reservations with the same feelings of inadequacy and tendencies of alcoholism, which supposedly exists among Roma. They are moved around, disregarded, or offered minimal jobs, similar to the Native Americans.  Secondly, penalizing institutions with fines will not prevent the racism.  Yes, governmental institutions should be punished for their incorrect actions; however that won’t solve the problem among the general public, which seems to be just as large of a problem. 
4) Visiting friends that live on Native American reservations at home I have seen displacement and feelings of inadequacy that exist. There is often debate in my hometown regarding the “Indian reservations” that exist and lack of consideration for the Native Americans in the work field. 
5) The article Judith Okely entitled “Some political consequences of theories of Gypsy ethnicity. The place of the intellectual” should be read as a supplement to this article, because it addresses race relations and policies that have been researched regarding minorities.  
6) The implications at large are the social welfare of Europe and a stable and functioning economy.  The Roma are people too, and they deserve to be treated as such.  A solution must be found in order to have a stable economy and society.  Letting the problem go will only make it worse and tensions will increase.  Implementing fines has the potential to restrict the government from making racist decisions which are not the appropriate social welfare programs.  Requiring firms to hire Roma and fining them when they do discriminate is a start, but not enough to solve the problem.  The Roma are being integrated into a different society in which others don’t necessarily want them.  Fining will cause tensions among the companies and force the Roma to be in a place in which the atmosphere is not going to be conducive. 
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