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AQCI # 1

“Somebody Like you: Images of Gypsies and Yoroks among Pomaks(Bulgarian Muslims)” by Ilia Iliev

“The archetypal nomadic stereotype now is, of course, the Gypsy…consider the typical gypsy to be somebody ‘black’ and ugly, who roams all his life but also lives with dozens of his brethren in a ruined shack, who does not hesitate to steal but is a skilled blacksmith, lazy, hypersexual and without religion.  These images are deeply rooted and are not easily shifted by the facts,”(Iliev, 36).  “We could learn a lot from those who can preserve their culture during different transformations and survive the changes without suffering shock beyond repair and loss of identity,”(Ibid, 37)  

2) The author states that very specific traits have been pegged to be the set of characteristics that typical of Roma.  He continues by claiming that these stereotypes are fairly set and not easily changed, and rather than the stereotypes changing he argues the individuals supposing to have the traits conform to fit them.  Using a story of one Gypsy family that moved to a town and was expected to be talented blacksmiths.  The townspeople brought their belongings to be repaired and after years the gypsy family became talented blacksmiths as they had to adjust.  His continues his argument by pointing out the differences in the reality of the gypsy culture and the stereotype is due to interpretation and the differences there within.  Finally this argument if completed stating that the ability of gypsies to preserve their culture throughout various transformations and not be overwhelmed by shock from change is remarkable.  

3) The point that is not fully addressed here is the fact that the author finishes by saying that the gypsy population has preserved its culture.  This is contradictory to his first point in which he states that the typical stereotypes that gypsies have been denoted are often due to the interpretations of others.  The question that arises is what are their true characteristics?  What constitutes as a true attribute of gypsy culture and what characteristics have they conformed to, to fit into the society at large and once conformed to do these stereotypes do these traits then become part of their true identity?

4) While visiting Serbia in November 2003, I experienced my own stereotypes, not the ones listed above but similar ones, regarding Roma.  My cousin warned me of the beggars on street adamantly stating that I never give them money particularly if they were gypsy, because that meant they didn’t want to work and they could. Such stereotypes do remain present in South East European Culture, perhaps in varying degrees, but nevertheless they are present.  Perhaps it is true that if they are not given the chance to work within the society then they will refrain from attempting to work.   

5) “Traveller –Gypsies:  Historical categories and representations” by Judith Okely relates to the topics discussed in Illieva’s article in that they both address the supposed characteristics of the Roma culture and the  results of outside opposing forces that resulted adaptation of culture.  

6) In many ways the implications that this arguments suggests could affect many cultures.  If it is true that the minority is influenced so much so that it will conform to the society at large it will cause great social confusion.  If the traits of a gypsy are to roam and the society at large forces them to become sedentary, they will inherently posses the roaming instinct.  They will not be satisfied.  Similarly, it is difficult to have two extremely different lifestyles coexisting.  Perhaps the solution is not to force the Roma to settle, nor is it to deny them benefits.  A social welfare program in which acknowledges their existence and draws attention to their cultural uniqueness as well as integrates them into society that would balance the interests of all sides would be the most plausible solution.  
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