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Jean Monnet Module 
European Policy and Practice towards Ethnic Minorities: 

Implications for the Czech Public and Social Policy
Project rationale

Current State of the problem and project justification:

Protection of ethnic minorities, respect for minority rights, principles of equal treatment, anti-discrimination and observance of human rights belong to fundamental European values. Race equality and protection against racial discrimination are enshrined in the Amsterdam Treaty  (Article 13) and concretised in two Directives (2000/43/EC, 2000/78/EC) and other mechanisms.

Together with the European Framework Convention for protection of national minorities, ratified by the Czech republic and 34 other European states, they create a framework for public policies promoting positive interethnic relations, elimination of discrimination and racism.   EU member countries and accession countries can learn from each other and exchange experience in the filed of race relations legislation, integration policies, and practical activities and projects on local level.

The proposed module will enable students to acquire general information as well as in depth knowledge of several case studies. At present Charles University does not offer any similar courses. Students who wish to work with this topic lack resources and guidance. 

Objectives:

1. To prepare and provide a course on “European Policy and Practice towards Ethnic Minorities: Implications for the Czech Republic” for 150 students
 over 5 years according to the attached syllabus.

2. To invite lecturers and policy experts from EU member states, Council of Europe and other European bodies.

3. To create a web page and resource database.

4. To create a team of lecturers and PhD students who share interest in the given field and support the module

5. To support participation in conferences and symposiums, including cooperation with other academic and non-governmental organisations, inter alia University of Edinburgh, Minority Rights Group International, Helsinki Committees, Refugee Studies Centre at Oxford University.

6. To publicise the course, and through cooperation with media, ensure dissemination of information about the module in a variety ways including on the internet.

� This number of students will be from the Public and social policy department, we expect at least the same number of students from other programmes of study, including Erasmus students, the total of students being approximately  300 in 5 years.
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